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World Masters Games:  

The Easton Buzzards Baseball Club plans to participate in the baseball com-

petition at the World Masters Games in Sydney, Australia in October 2009. 

Our roster will include players from the Netherlands, Canada, Australia and 

the United States.   

 

 

 

 

The World Masters Games is a major Olympic style sports festival for mature 

athletes held every four years in a different international city.  The motto of 

the International Masters Games Association is ñSport for lifeò.  Age and pas-

sion are the only qualifying standards.  Up to thirty different sports are con-

tested at these Games, which began in 1985 in Toronto, Canada.  Since that 

time they have been held in Denmark (1989), Brisbane, Australia (1994), 

Portland, Oregon, USA  (1998),  Melbourne,   Australia (2002), and Edmon-

ton, Canada (2005).  The 2009 World Masters Games will be held in Sydney, 

Australia, at sites used for the 2000 Olympic Games.  Approximately 30,000 

athletes from around the world are expected to attend.   

The following sports will be featured at the 2009 World Masters Games: 

Archery Athletics (Track and Field)  Badminton     Baseball 

Basketball Canoe / Kayak Cycling Diving      Football (Soccer) 

Golf  Hockey (Field) Lawn Bowls Netball     Orienteering 

Rowing Rugby Union  Sailing Shooting      Softball 

Squash Surf Lifesaving Swimming Table Tennis     Tennis 

Touch Football Volleyball  Water Polo Weightlifting 

 

More information on the World Masters Games can be found at 

www.2009worldmasters.com . 

http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Archery/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Athletics/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Badminton/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Baseball/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Basketball/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Canoe-Kayak/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Cycling/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Diving/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Football/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Golf/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Hockey/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Lawn-Bowls/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Netball/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Orienteering/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Rowing/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Rugby-Union/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Sailing/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/default.aspx?ArticleID=183##
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Softball/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Squash/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Surf-Lifesaving/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Swimming/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Table-Tennis/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Tennis/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Touch-Football/default.aspx
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/default.aspx?ArticleID=183##
http://www.2009worldmasters.com/Water-Polo/default.aspx


Our History : 

The Easton Buzzards trace their roots to the Gold Country Hardball League in 

Auburn, California.  The league was formed in 2001 as a Menôs Senior Base-

ball League (MSBL) affiliate.   When the league disbanded after the 2005 

season, the older players got together and formed a team to play in the    

Sacramento National Adult Baseball Associationôs 48+ Division.  When the 

players were having trouble agreeing on a name for this new team, one 

player, Ray ñBulldogò Henry, spoke up and said ñWe are just a bunch of old 

buzzards playing baseballò.  The Gold Country Old Buzzards were born.     

After two years of struggling in the new league, the Buzzards added a few key 

players and dominated the Sacramento NABA, going 22-1 and winning the 

League Championship in 2008.  Find out more about this team at: 

 www.eteamz.com/gcbuzzards 

 

Our Mission:  

The core of this Gold Country Buzzards team has decided to take on the 

world at the World Masters Games as the Easton Buzzards.  Joined by 

friends from Canada, Australia and other parts of the United States, we will be 

participating in the 45+ Division at the  Games.  We are currently the only 

team from the U.S.A. listed out of twenty-four entrants.  This trip to Sydney is 

born out of a desire for good competition, shared love of baseball and the 

quest for a gold medal 



No. Name Position  Age  

13 Von Zboray, Pete Manager/Outfield 50 

 3 Whitacre, Bob Coach/Infield 54  

42 Baker, Duane Pitcher 57 

 8 Cook, Steve Infield 55 

16 Cotchin, Gary Pitcher/Infield 50 

25 DeHeer, Jack Infield/Catcher 55 

 7 Henry, Ray Pitcher/Outfield 55 

14 Milligan, Jim Catcher 51 

 1 Novotny, Gregg Pitcher 56 

17 Rogers, James Pitcher/Infield 56 

24 Wagner, Jim Outfield 49 

22 Weir, Dave Pitcher/1B 55 

  2 Wukmir, Dan Infield 58 

   

 

2009 BASEBALL  ROSTER 



www.eastonsports.com  

Our Sponsors:  

www.psof.org  



Pete Von Zboray   òThe Baronó   

Positions: Manager, Outfield 

Age: 50 

Born: Ede, Netherlands 

Resides: Auburn, California, USA 

Family: Married to Kelly, daughters Demisha (16) and Ariana (15). 

Occupation: Locksmith (30 years). 

Pete is the Softball coach at Forest Lake High School where his daughters play.  This will be Peteôs 
third trip to Australia for baseball (Pan Pac Games in 2004 and 2006).  In addition, Pete played in 
the World Masters Games in Edmonton in 2005.  It has been Peteôs goal to take a team of USA 
players to Australia since he noticed the lack of USA participation at the previous tournaments.  
Pete intends to bring home a Gold Medal to complete his set.  (He has Silver and Bronze from pre-
vious Masters tournaments.) 

13  

Bob Whitacre  òSkipperó    

Positions: Coach, Infield 

Age: 54 

Born: Fresno, California, USA 

Resides: Yelm, Washington, USA 

Family: Married to Gayle, daughter Jennifer, sons Matthew and Bryan, grandchildren Robert and 
Abigayle. 

Occupation: District Manager for Jumbo Foods. 

Bob joined the Buzzards in 2006 and was invaluable with his knowledge of other teams in the 
league.  Bob served as Manager of the Buzzards in 2007 and until his job transfer to Washington 
State in 2008. 

 3  



Duane Baker  òSidewinderó    

Positions: Pitcher, Infield 

Age: 57 

Born: Portland, Oregon, USA 

Raised: Pine City, Minnesota, USA 

Resides:  Willow Grove, Victoria, Australia 

Family: Married to Joann. 

Occupation: Retired Physical Education Teacher. 

Duane played college baseball at Bemidji State University in Minnesota, then moved to Australia 
in 1975 to teach.  He has been there ever since.  Duane is currently President of his Club (Moe- 
Newborough Dodgers) and coaches the B grade team. 

Duane and Joann are enjoying themselves playing golf, tennis and traveling. 

42  

Steve Cook  òCookieó    

Positions: Infield 

Age: 55 

Born:  San Francisco, California, USA 

Resides:  Auburn, California, USA 

Family: Married to Denise, 5 children, 2 grandchildren  

Occupation: Vice President- FreedomMessage.com, Soccer Coach. 

Steve grew up in the San Francisco Bay area and once had a job as a Giants hotdog vendor at  

Candlestick Park.  Steve is the High School Soccer Coach at Placer High School & Coach for the 

U16 A Grade 49er United Club. He has over 25 years coaching experience in baseball, soccer, 

basketball, track and softball. 

Steve will be playing Soccer in addition to Baseball at the World Masters Games. 

 8  

2007 MSBL World Series, Phoenix, AZ 



Positions: Infield, Pitcher, Outfield 

Age: 50 

Born: Richmond (Melbourne), Victoria, Australia 

Resides: Macleod, Victoria, Australia 

Family: Married to Virginia, son Oliver (8), daughter Amara (5). 

Occupation: Telephone Information Coordinator at a Not for Profit Community Legal Centre. 

Gary took up baseball in his early thirties after playing Cricket in his teens and twenties.  He trav-
eled to Edmonton for the 2005 World Masters Games, where he received a Silver Medal.  Played in 
the 2008 NABA tournament in Phoenix where he pitched to Kevin Mitchell and didnôt get killed. 

Gary  with Kevin Mitchell 

Gary Cotchin   òGazzaó   

16  

Ray Henry  òBulldogó    

 7  

Positions: Pitcher, 1B, Outfield 

Age: 55 

Born: Chicago, Illinois, USA 

Resides: Colfax, California, USA 

Family: Married to Liz, daughter Victoria (14), son Ray Jr (12), (both ballplayers). 

Occupation: Owner of RAH Environmental Inc., Remediation Engineering and Hazardous Materials 
Transportation. 

Ray is one of the original Gold Country Hardball players and one of the founders and sponsors of 
the Gold Country Buzzards.  In fact, Ray can be considered the original Old Buzzard since he 
came up with the name.  This is Rayôs second trip to Australia to play baseball (Pan Pac Games 
2006). 

www.rahenv.com 



Jack DeHeer  òSmileyó    

25  

Jack with Frank Serpico at 

2001 ñTop Copò Awards. 

Positions: Infield, Catcher 

Age: 55 

Born: Chicago, Illinois, USA 

Resides: Chicago and Ft, Myers, Florida, USA 

Family: Married forever to Kate, 4 children (Jason, Darren, Juliet and Jack Daniel) all ballplayers.  
Two Grandchildren.   

Occupation: Law EnforcementðChicago Police, (Line of Duty Disabled).  Founder of the PUBLIC 
SAFETY OFFICERSô FUND.  Owner of two security firms:  Tight Security  in Illinois  and  T.S.I.  
Security in Florida. 

Jack has played ball from early childhood in the Chicago area.  Played College ball with Moraine 
Valley College.  Scouted by Pittsburgh and Chicago.  Played Semi-Pro ball with a team from Lans-
ing, then traded to Chicago.  Gave up baseball for a real job, marriage and to start a family.  Re-
turned to the game in 1984.  Jack has played internationally in Sweden, Denmark, Italy, Russia, 
Canada and Cuba.  He has coached and managed teams in all age groups, and is now looking for-
ward to coaching grandchildren Noah and Corrin. 

 

 

In 2000 Jack, a highly decorated, duty-disabled Chicago Police officer, founded the Public Safety 
Officerôs Fund (PSOF).  Jack, together with a small group of visionary police officers, felt a strong 
conviction that something more needed to be done for the families of fallen officers.  These were 
the humble beginnings from which the PSOF has grown into an organization that is actively giving 
back to those who have lost loved ones in the line of duty.  Donations received have helped in as-
sisting other national organizations for the families of slain public safety officers, including Gold Star 
Families (families of police officers killed in the line of duty), and Gold Badge Families (families of 
firefighters killed in the line of duty).  

For more information see WWW.PSOF.ORG  

 

  www.TightSecurityInc.com 



Positions: Catcher, Infield 

Age: 51 

Born: Los Angeles, California, USA 

Resides: Oroville, California, USA 

Family: Married, one daughter (17). 

Occupation: Owner of a Custom Spa Manufacturing Company. 

Jim has been playing ball since he was eight years old.  He is a coach for his daughterôs Softball 
team at Oroville High School. 

Jim Milligan  òMillió   

14  

Gregg Novotny  òSurf Dawgó    

1 

Positions: Pitcher, Infield 

Age: 56 

Born: Los Angeles, California, USA 

Resides: Colfax, California, USA 

Family: One son, two daughters. 

Occupation: Landscape Contractor. 

Gregg is a surfer (since before it was cool) and has been known to skip out on ballgames when he 
hears that ñSurfôs upò.  He looks forward to hitting the beaches in Sydney.  Gregg is an assistant 
baseball coach at Colfax High School.  Gregg participated in the 2005 World Masters Games in 
Edmonton where he entered the swimming competition in addition to winning a Silver Medal on the 
baseball field. 

www.tiledspas.com 



James Rogers  òBuckó   

17  

  

   

 

Positions: Pitcher, Infield 

Age: 56 

Born: Ballarat, Victoria, Australia 

Resides: Freeburgh, Victoria, Australia 

Family: Married to Gaye, one daughter, one cat, three dogs. 

Occupation: Retired/semi-retired teacher. 

James enjoys the country lifestyle, running of varying lengths (fun runs and marathons), travel and 
reading.  Played four games with the Aussie Aces while traveling the South of France in May 2009.  
Three time participant in MSBL World Series, Phoenix. 


